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Stxféet Address or Locgtion: -Fori;.'-'_ Riley Military Reserve;_ Ft. Riley, Kansas

_ Pmaeht Quner: State of Kansas

Prssent Occupant: None

Present Use: Museum

Brief Statement of Significanee: This simpls two story stone building
served as the first capitol of the Kansas territory.

PART I. HISTORTCAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1. Original and subsequent owners: The Pawnse Town Association
l 0.5, Govsrnmsnt
Union Pacific Railroad
State of Kansas

2, Date of Erection: 1855 (Kansas State Historical Society, The

Kansas Historical Qu%rberl.x, Summer 1957, Vol. XXIII, No. 2
Topeka, Kansas, p. 165

3. Architect, builder, suppliers, etc: Warren Beckworth was in
char'_ge of the construction.

®

L. Original plans, construction eto: (see supplemental material
Part I, D.) _

5. Notes on Alterations and additions: In 1877 a windstorm tore
the roof off and broke the windows. In 1907 a $500 fund was
raised to repair the walls. In 1926 $1000 was raised for
the same purpose., About 1927 the Union Pacific Historical
Society spent about $20,000 in restoration and reconstruction.
This work was presented to ths state of Kansas on August 1, 1928
"Huge timbers, fifty fest in length, were used in the recon~
struction, the exposed surfacss being chipped by adzes to imitate
hand hewn lumber. The floors are of two-~inch planks with rough
finish, Iron nails and dowel pins were used to hold the timbers
and lumbsr together. Hanging lamps were installed, and old
benches, stoves, and antique furniture wsre found to help create
the atmosphere of early days. The roof alone cost more than
$2,00000 being made of three~foot shingles, handw-split to
imitate "shakes", (Whittemore, Margaret, Histeric Kansas, 4
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Centenary Sketghbgok, University of Kansas Press, Lawrence 3
19)4} PP' 157, )

6. Important olé views and references: The ¥Kansas State Historical
Society, Topeka, Photographs Division: FK2.
R5 P Folders 1 and 2:
1 - phoio before restoraticn
12 - photos before restoration - one shows tbe ragmnants of the
roof timbers,

Historical Events Conneclbed with the Structure

This building served s the first Kemsas Territorial Capitol. The
first legislative meeting vwas held here from July 2 to July 6, 1855,
The mro-slavery majority unseaited the fres siaters and adjourned to
Shawnee Mlssion @t Falrway nesr Kansas Cﬁty (shich @id not exist
then}., The ecapitel building was then pubt 1o a aumber of uses. The
lower story was used as a combinallon carpenter shop and lodging
place. Half of the second {loor was used as a regidence and 2

bachelor's club occcupled the other half,
Likely Sourcez Nol yei investigated: Ncne,
Supplementel Material:

1, Herzld of Freedom, March 24, 1855, Lawrence, FKansas, & letter
written from Pawnee on Februsry 19, 1855 stated:

"he Paynee Asscciation have . . , men &b work on a
warehouse ., . . 0 Pe puilt of stone. Two sawmilis
are about being put into operation,®

Kensas State Historical Society, The First Cepitol of Kansas,

a {iyer, "“Warren Beclworth, who was engaged in the construction,
vrote on March 9, (1855): "I have about thirty men at work

on the warehouse and we are getiing along very woll, It will
e done in time for the first gesclon of the Leglslature,

o

3, Squatter Sovereign, July 17, 1855, Atchison, Lannﬁc, a lebtier:
"On oxriving at Pamec, T must acknowledge I was disappeinited
in not finding more improvemenbts, espscially as Govenor Reeder
thought this the most elegible place for holding the sesaion
of Lhe Legislature, The building desipned Tor the lLegislalure
Hall, is a lerge sione warehouse, Waich when e arrived on
Saturdey, had nedther flocr nor reof, but by vorkiag all dey
Sundey and Sunday night, the roof and floor was finished, but
the doors were not compleled while we glayoed - go we had o
legiclete with open doors?”,

Prepared b;rﬁgemgfgﬁm%.date_'fﬁé...
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PART 11, ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION -
A, General Stetement
1. Architectural Characicr: This bullding is a simple two
story stone frontiér and has 1little archilectural merit
or interest. '
2. QCondition of Fabric: The original stone walls are well
preserved and the reconsiructed parts of thwe bullding are
carefully maintained. :
B, Technical Deceription of Exterior
1. Overall Dimensicns: About forty (40) feet by eighty (80}
Y .
Teel.
2. Foundations: Hative limestone.
%, 'Wail Consiruciion: HNalive limestone,
., Porches, stoopz, bulkheads etc. : none.
5. Chimneys: A sicne chimney was located in caci end wall and
vas hopped with brick cao the exterior.
6. Openings:
a., Doorways and doors: Thresholds are of cuit stone and
the iintels are of wooud, Tue deoors are a1l reconstrucued
and are of panelled vood.
., Windows and shutters: Tue 51l1ls are cut stone and the
lintels are wood, e windows and shutters are reconstrucied,
“{ Reoof
a. Shape, covering: Gable roof with hand spiit shakes, The
roof 18 eniticely reconstructed.
. Cornice, eaves: A wvory simple wood cornice is used.
¢c. Dormers, cupolas: Hone.
C. Technical Descripticn of Interiors:

1.

Flocr plang: The lirst floor and second floor plans are
identical, having a roy of center columans and a stairway on
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the south side, both arees being used as assembiy halls, t-

talrways: (ne veconstrucled stairway exists on the
south wall near The cacl end,

Flooring: A reconstyucied {locr has been piaced in the
uilding.

Walls and celling finish: The interior wall is whiite~
washed and the ceiling is made up of the exoosed structural
members and covering,

Docrways and doors: Ho interior doors exist,

Trim: A very simple unpainted wood trim is udilized.
Hardware: No original hardware exists,

Lighting: No ordginal lighiing exisis but hanging leterns

of the type probably used in the original building have

been installed.

Heating: Wood stoves have been installed in the reconstruction.
General setting and orientation: On a level sive north of the

Unlon Pacific Rallroad zight-of -way, The building faces west.
Enclosures: Hone

Outbuildings: HNone

Halks, driveways, e¢be,: Hone

Landscaping, gardens, cic: Pine trees apd Dushes were planted

Guring the reconstructlion Wl they are placed tonear the
giructure.

Prepared by 990’) OFFS!!“QEQ date_7/5&



